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Milk Street Hits Salisbury

Milk Street Brewery of Frome have acquired their second pub: the Winchester Gate in
Rampart Road, Salisbury. The brewery was founded in outbuildings behind the Griffin
public house in Milk Street, Frome - hence the name. Rik Lyall, co-founder of the
brewery and once head brewer for Hop Back, admits that the aim of the brewery is to
buy pubs with little trade and in need of renovation
and the Winchester Gate fitted the bill! Once contracts
were exchanged on 23 June work began to get the pub
back on its feet - the bar has been totally stripped and
tastefully refurbished exposing a lovely big fireplace
which should shortly receive a new wood burning
stove. The garden too has been re-terraced and the
walls at the rear have been rebuilt, it will certainly be
a sun-trap next summer! The lounge bar is now
adorned with fresh green hops which look and smell
wonderful.

The building is Grade II listed and all of the works are |
certainly in keeping with the character of the period.
Even the external window ledges are being renewed
with real tree-wood, not a sign of upvc anywhere!

Surprisingly, you will not be confronted with a
barrage of Milk St. beers for the brewery are happy to
keep one of their own ales with two guest beers - an
additional beer engine should be installed shortly to
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For your information :

At present, Barrel Organ is published quarterly, entirely by volunteers. It is
distributed free to nearly 200 pubs, clubs and other institutions in the area. If you
wish to receive copies, or place advertisements, contact the editor. (A small
charge may be made for postal deliveries).

We would love to have articles, news, comments, puzzle entries etc., from you.*
Please send to :

Editor: Ian Turner
32 Linkway
Salisbury
SP1 3EP

e-mail barrel.organ@salisburycamra.org.uk

* The editor reserves the right to edit all contributions

For other CAMRA business :

Branch Contact is:
Mike Bird, Branch Secretary
01722 333839

The branch meets on the first Wednesday of each month in one of the local pubs.
Details of the venues are available from the branch contact or through the branch
web site at www.salisburycamra.org.uk

Our great thanks to all of the advertisers, it is their contributions which make the
publication of this newsletter possible.

The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, CAMRA or Salisbury &
South Wiltshire Branch of CAMRA. © Salisbury & South Wiltshire Branch 10/00.



(Continued from page 1)
allow a second Milk St. product. The guest beers tend to hail from the West Country
and East Anglia. Some weeks ago the guest was Crouch Vale’s Brewers Gold which
was so popular it has
stayed and there are
currently no plans to
change it (fine by me).
The second guest was
RCH Pitchfork, a
popular well liked bitter.
In the Milk St. portfolio
are: “Beer” - 5%, Zig
Zag - 4.5%, Nick’s -
4.4%, Funky Monkey -
4.2% and Naturale -
3.8% the last two in the
list being organic beers!

Future plans are
extensive, Dorothy
Norkett and Nicki
Mulhall who run the pub have serious ambitions that include 2 pool teams, table
football, bar billiards and an open music policy - you bring your music, we’ll play it
(usually). Food will be available with Sunday lunches served from 12:00 ’til 4:00 for
those who prefer a later lunch. A vegetarian option will also be available for lunches.

The brewery team, which includes Nick Bramwell who brews with Rik and runs the
Griffin, certainly have their work cut out. This pub is not going to be an overnight
success. It is an honest
traditional “local” that
deserves our support. Do
go along, meet Dorothy,
Nicki and Rik, drink
some of the exceptionally
= good ale and enjoy
yourselves.




Salisbury and South Wiltshire Pub Guide Update

The pub business is an ever changing one with places opening, closing and changing
hands. Here are some changes to pubs in the Guide which we know about. If you know
of others please let us know.

Star, Brown St, Salisbury page 65 - Closed

Winchester Gate, Rampart Rd, Salisbury page 69 - Now owned by Milk St
brewery. Many changes.



TRCG Ltd.

Licensed Trade Consultants

Professional Advisors to the Licensed Trade

Freehold/Leasehold Licensed Property Acquisition Specialists
(Pubs, Bars, Hotels, Guesthouses & Clubs)

We offer the complete property service whether you are buying or selling
Sales Commission 1.5% of selling price (no upfront charges, no extras).

Valuations, Surveys, Auditing, Stocktaking, & Training undertaken by qualified
personnel.

60 Bedwin Street, Salisbury Wiltshire, SP1 3UW
Tel. 01722-321244 Fax 01722-414053

Beer pick-ups in the the good old days — part 1... by pete Wood

Going back to the late 70s and early 80s when we used to collect most of our beers for
Beerex you needed, besides the transport, a postman's nose for sniffing out non-
existent addresses, umpteen maps, driving skills to enable you to enter quarries,
defunct farms, cross unmarked fords, no fear when entering old ammunition dumps,
besides having the will-power to enter and leave cider farms and breweries. You didn't
need much of the readies, but a strong bladder was a bonus, sadly not many of us had
one (well mine was strong up to 10 pints).

Ballard's first brewery was in an old milking shed and after James, Mike and me had
spent half the morning finding its whereabouts and there still wasn't a signpost pointing
to it, it was a case of driving down an old farm track and eeny-meeny-miney-mo, at
every fork. Chidham's Brewery was in an old caravan behind a pub, of course we had
to sample the pub first. There was one gem though — Donnington Brewery at Stow-on-
the-Wold, complete with a very large water wheel, black swans and shoals of rainbow
trout, there was also cracking beer to-boot! The owner and head brewer was a wise old
character named Claude Arkel who always invited us in to sample his ales, most things
were moved around on pulleys, all the power coming from the massive water wheel.

I could tell a fair tale of most trips, my favourite were pick-ups from, Archers,
Cotleigh, Exmoor, Otter, Smiles, Uley and Roger Wilkins cider farm. We also made
collections from helpful landlords, and top of the list would be Eric Sainty who at the
time ran the New Inn at Waterly Bottom in Gloucester. From the New Inn, we often
collected as many as twelve different ales, that's 24 kils (18 gal = 1 kil) which meant

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

two Luton vans, one going direct and the other maybe collecting from Donnington
Brewery and the Crown at Lechlade, another pub we frequently used. The New Inn
(which has recently been saved from becoming a private dwelling) is well worth a
visit, if you can find it! It is situated in a remote deep valley not far from Dursley. One
way not recommended in a Luton, is down a 4 in 1, the sides of which climb above you
on the one side and fall sharply away on the other. I remember descending on one trip
and Bob Inns (his first visit) saying “what happens if we meet a car coming up?”. “The
smallest always backs off”, remarked Ed our driver, round the next corner we met a
very large lorry, whoops!

On a trip which included collecting beers from Cotleigh and Exmoor Breweries and a
pub near Wellington, something occurred that makes me smile even now. Our truck
was not the usual Luton, a mistake made on the hire-sheet, this time we had a flat bed
type, a damaged one at that. Everything was okay until after the first two pick-ups. We
then realised we had no rope, as going around our very first corner the casks shifted,
resulting in one side going down and three casks tipping out. At the time we were also
climbing a fairly steep hill, fortunately nothing was behind. I left Ed and Nick to sort
the casks, while I went in search of some rope. There wasn't a house in sight, but half-a
-mile down the road, I came upon a house with a nearby barn-like building. After much
knocking a women in her early thirties, dressed only in a robe, opened the door. “Sorry
to bother you”, said I, in a very high choked-off voice (it was all the running) “but
would your barn contain any rope” (I told of our plight). “My husband is a builder”,
she replied, “but he's gone to work, you are free to search though”. We both looked

friendly and traditional pub run by the

P Proudley family.
. A e Situated just to the north of the New Forest

boundary accessible from the A36 at Landford.

@he @uﬂkﬁ o éﬂnu The Cuckoo Inn at Hamptworth is a warm,

]

It is well known for providing a good selection
of beers, i.e Hopback, Pots etc.., all served
straight from the barrel. The Cuckoo also
serves excellent food and snacks.

Children and dogs are welcome and can be accommodated within the enclosed garden
that surrounds this pleasant English pub.

Private garden with barbecue and Petanque terrains available by arrangement.
Large and small private functions can be catered for at your choice of venue.

Hamptworth, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP5 2DU
Tel: 01794 390302
Salisbury CAMRA’s Pub of the Year 1999




Marion and Chris Pitcher

welcome you to Home-cooked foods
Traditional Real
Ales
Large garden
good childrens play
area
Families welcome
Special childrens
menu

STAPLEFORD, SALISBURY
Telephone: 01722 790241

Old, friendly, comfortable pub with warming inglenook and staff.
Excellent value for money. Special offers on pitcher of ale
Otter and Ringwood Ales served regularly + weekly guests

Salisbury & South Wilts Pub of the Year 2000

without success.

On returning to her house she all but fainted in my arms after letting out a piercing cry.
Her door had slammed, leaving her locked out, all but undressed - now what - did I
need this? In our search around the barn, I had noticed an old staircase (nearly a ladder
type) but much too heavy for me to move (there was an upstairs window open). In a
nearby field, people were picking vegetables, so off I set for help. As I ran on my
merry way, | thought, hang on is this really happening, I'm running across this field, to
find a dozen odd men, to help me lift a staircase, for a young women in distress, to help
me find a length of rope, to secure a dozen casks, so Ed, Nick and me can get back
home, to make sure we have enough beer at Salisbury Beerex?.......... pinch me

someone, I must be dreaming! — old Woody.

Yes Pete, but did you get in? Ed



Some answers to the “mystery” of mystery trips by woodsy

In the foreword of our Salisbury & South Wiltshire Pub Guide 2000 I mentioned in
the second paragraph about the “wonderful thing” that is the British Pub, and if we (the
general public) wanted to go on drinking our favourite tipple in these grand old
establishments anytime we felt like it, we needed to do more than just talk about them.

With this in mind our branch decided to visit not just our own individual locals and
personal favourites, but outposts, etc., and as I am the Social Secretary, the job of
arranging the trips fell to me.

I've always liked arranging events, ever since I can remember and find that most
people will take part, given a push as long as someone else does all the sorting, me I've
done lots of sorting all through my life.

I have also learnt, if you give a group of people a choice, like choosing what three pubs
we should visit first, in a month of Sundays they'll never agree so I decided to make all
the trips a 'mystery’, thereby creating an instant guessing game with a good laugh
thrown in.

With the ‘mystery trips’ I set about looking for three pubs per visit, the final pub would
need to supply a snack (as well as the ale). On the Saturday evening visits we would
not be arriving till approx. 10 o’clock (after a 7 o’clock start) so I needed to find a pub
where the landlady/lord would still provide food at that time, as most pubs finish
serving food at 9.30ish. On the Sunday lunch time trips (family outings) the problem
was finding a final pub that stayed open all day, and that served food right through, or
were prepared to put food on hold for us.

Well so far it’s been relatively easy, because the people that take on the challenge of
running a pub, besides the long hours and all the other tasks they have, are only to
willing to help, if you give them plenty of time to know what you are about.

I try also to include one pub at least that I think a lot of people going, will not have
been to. Not so easy - as CAMRA members do tend to explore quite a few pubs, the
one thing on my side being that half a dozen of our regulars are fairly new to Wiltshire.
Of course signposts do tend to give the game away, so I also try not to go direct, take
in country lanes and the odd ‘whitish road’ (which can be a problem for a 30 seater
bus). We also double back, and the Saturday evenings get dark eventually, and on all
trips the brain tends to get slightly befuddled as the evening wears on! The first trip in
the autumn of 1999, took in the 'Crown', Everleigh; 'Dog and Gun', Netheravon and
ended at the 'Earl of Normanton', Idmiston.

Listening to the comments is quite amusing, (the guessing ) like on that first trip as we
drove to the first pub, past our final destination “oh we're not going in there then” of
course I knew different! On the Sunday lunch-time trips the families with children
bring them along, making for even more strange comments as the children join in as
well. With these trips I'm also looking for pubs with gardens and playthings.

As they are a 'mystery' only my wife (Anne) and myself know the destination even the
driver only finds out the first pub at the start, the 2nd pub at the 1st and the final one at
the second. I get the usual comments, when members are told of the forthcoming
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'mystery trips' e.g. “where's it to then”, “I'll meet you there”, “who's the landlord”, etc.
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Regular Beers

Benchmark 3.5% ABV
Pigswill 4.0% ABV
Best Bitter 4.1% ABV
Old Smokey 5.0% ABV
Danish Dynamite 5.0% ABV
Great Dane (Real Lager) 5.0% ABV

Seasonal Beers

Sign of Spring 4.6% ABV
(March - May)
Second to None 4.6% ABV
(June - August)

Stig Swig 5.0% ABV
(Sept. - Nov.)
Rudolph 5.0% ABV
(December - January)

The Old Mill
Netheravon
(01980) 670631

I normally go round a couple of times beforehand, to check the route, meet the
landlady/lord and time it all. As I said previously, I plan the most obscure route, and
Anne who generally comes along on the plotting worries most of the time mainly
about the small lanes and such with comments of the nature of “the bus will never get
down here” or “what if we meet a tractor”?

On our first Sunday lunch trip, the pubs involved were 'Red Lion Inn' Kilmington,
'Beckford Arms' Fonthill Gifford and South-Western at Tisbury. I went round three
times and on the narrowest part, the back road from Hindon up through the Deverills,
we never encountered another vehicle. Come the trip, as we came over the brow of a
hill a large cheer rang through the bus as we came face to face with a lorry. Also
when plotting this trip, our last pub was to be the 'Wyndham Arms' at Dinton, but on
the day before we were going I was informed by the landlord that he was closing the
pub that very night. John Featherby an old friend suggested the South-Western,
Tisbury and at very short notice they said it would be no trouble.

As no-one knows where we are going some problems do arise (for me) as not
everyone lives in Salisbury, and on our last Sunday trip this year the pubs were "Two
Brewers' East Dean, 'Kings Head' Whiteparish and the "Lamb' at Nomansland. At the
Salisbury Beerex in June, Ian O'Neil asked me to put his name on the forthcoming
'mystery' trip (his first). I informed him that I would not be able to tell him where we
were going, he said 'It would spoil all my fun if I knew' (Ian lives in Whiteparish). I
asked him how he planned to get to the pickup point in Salisbury (he has no car) by
taxi was his reply. I was thinking, whoops, - all the way in by fare, to go back by bus
- well at least we wouldn't have to take him home.




The landlord of Tan's local the 'Kings Head', was sworn to secrecy, and as we headed
up Dean Hill, Ian said “T wonder which pub in Whiteparish we are going to?”” as we
walked in all the locals cheered! I said “what do you think of the pub, Ian?”, “not so
good as the last one” was his reply, “right” said the landlord, sharing in the joke,
“you're barred”.

The full list of the other mystery
trips are 1) 'Forester', Donhead
St Andrew, 'King John', Tollard
Royal and 'Horseshoe'
. Ebbesbourne Wake'. 2) 'Owl'

Little Cheverall, 'Kings Head'
- & 4] Chitterne and the 'Pelican’ at

> Stapleford. 3) 'Yew Tree'

< Odstock, Cartwheel Whitsbury
- and the 'Cuckoo' Hamptworth,
. 4) 'Bennett Arms' Semley, Fox
£ & Hounds', East Knoyle,
'Wyndham Arms' Dinton (open
again.).

s
The “crew” outside the Cartwheel at Whitsbury . .
Maybe in 2001 it won't be watch
this space, we'll be visiting it - who knows? only me!
(Old Woodsy)

Winterfest IV

Salisbury’s only winter beer festival (Castle St. Social Club)
Friday 16th February 6:30 - 11:00
Saturday 17th February 11:00 - 3:30 & 6:30 - 11:00

Up to 20 great beers (many never seen in Salisbury), live music Friday & Saturday evenings,
food, CAMRA goods. Tickets £3.50, are available in January and include commemorative glass
and programme, from Ottakars bookshop or by post - please send sae and cheque payable to
“Salisbury & S. Wilts CAMRA” stating which sessions are required to “Winterfest”, 2
Longlands, Salisbury, SP2 7ET or phone 01722 328949.
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Branch Diary

Date Event
21° Oct. Trip to Overton Beer Festival. Lunchtime session by train.
1 Nov. Open branch meeting - White Horse, Quidhampton 8:00. Everyone

welcome. If you want to see what we do and how we do it come
along, you don’t have to be a member to join us.

3" Nov. Trip to Stonehenge Ales at Netheravon. Names to Pete Wood
please.

18™ Nov. Pork Pie Cup - Second round. Darts match vs. Wyndham Arms.
7:30 at the Wyndham Arms, Salisbury.

22" Nov. City crawl. Start at The Old Ale House 8:00, OddFrothblowers at
9:00.

25" Nov. Bus-around to pubs outside the city. Details at the November
meeting

6™ Dec. Open branch meeting - Wyndham Arms, Salisbury - 8:00.

16" Dec. Christmas social at the Pelican. Coach from Salisbury and other

pick-ups. Details from Pete Wood.
10" Jan. Open branch meeting - Village Freehouse. 8:00. (Note date)
16"& 17" Feb.  Winterfest IV. See the ad in this months issue.

For further information, as well as updating and booking please contact Pete Wood (Social Secretary) on
Salisbury 501481. Pete is also keen to hear of any other activities planned locally.

Why isn’t your name

HERE ?

Advertise in Barrel Organ, get
your name known and support
CAMRA.

We aim to
maintain consumer rights

r
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
. promote quality, choice 1
R TR T, : Contact Ian Turner
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| 5

support the public house 01722331134

. and campaign for greater
| appreciation of traditional

beers, ciders and perries

1/4 page £10, 1/2 page £18,
full page £35 per edition. Back
cover £70
Discount for booking more than
one edition at a time.

We welcome new members! Why not join?
CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St. Albms AL1 4LW
Tel: 01727 867201 Fax: 01727 8676

E-mail: camra@camra.org.uk
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ENGLISH ALES
SCOTTISH MEASURES

IRISH CRAIC
All at the

DEACON’S ALMS

FISHERTON STREET

PLUS A WARM WELCOME FROM FRANK, ANNIE AND STAFF

We’re in the Good Beer Guide

As I mentioned in last month’s magazine, Tisbury brewery
have opened their second tied house, the Cornubia in
Bristol. Several of the branch took a VERY CROWDED
(please note Wales & West!!) train West to check on the

B ri StOI'S new addition.
. Five minutes’ walk from Temple Meads station, the
Invasion Cornubia lies
2 oy W within spitting
| distance of the once
legendary Courage
brewery. The area
is city centre and
commercial offices
provide the bulk of
the weekday
mm [unchtime trade.
® Evenings bring out
the beer
connoisseurs many
of whom have
followed the
landlord, Michael
Blake from his

Members of Salisbury & S. Wilts CAMRA sample Tisbury’s finest.... prev1ous. CiOOd
Beer Guide” pub.
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Our thanks to the Brewery
and particularly the staff who
opened up especially for us.
The pub is a beautiful period
building. It is small but
friendly with a good selection
of four real ales, two of
which are guest beers.

Due to popular demand the
Cornubia will be opening
Saturday lunchtimes from
October. So no excuses,
missing the train could
become enjoyable!

Our sincere thanks to Tisbury
for the hospitality - we’ll be
back.

Onwards and upwards, next
to the The Ship Inn for lunch.
No complaints about the Bass
and only complements about
the food. To Moles’ Golden
Guinea for a pint or two of
the Melksham brewery’s
finest.

Finally to Hop Back’s
Coronation where we met
with one or two of the local
branch and maybe a pint or
two of some more familiar
ale.... I think!

Blackbird Update by lan Turner

It is our great pleasure to announce that the appeal against the Council’s refusal to
grant planning permission to redevelop the Blackbird by developers has been
dismissed. A three strong team from the local branch attended the appeal which was
heard at the council offices just around the corner from the once popular pub. The
developers have now submitted further plans to convert the once popular pub into two
cottages - a reduction of one but still not the result we want. Could this be the end of
the road for a favourite pub?
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Good Beer Guide 2001

The globalisation of the British beer market is the main theme of the 2001 edition of
CAMRA's Good Beer Guide. Editor Roger Protz slates Bass and Whitbread for turning
their backs on beer -- cask ale in particular -- but argues that is no reason for
welcoming their take-over by Belgian giant Interbrew.

“It may well be that Interbrew will pump new life into the handful of ale brands
bequeathed it by Bass and Whitbread,” he writes. “But the main thrust of Interbrew's
activities will be to maximise the sales of its lager brands. It owns Stella Artois, the
leading premium lager in Britain. It will take on the sales of the draught version of
another premium beer, Grolsch. And in Carling Black Label it controls a massive
brand that enjoys a lucrative connection with the top echelon of English football”.

The declining interest in real ale among the handful of giant brewers offers tremendous
opportunities for smaller regional and craft brewers, Roger Protz adds. He quotes
Simon Loftus of Adnams who thinks that "strong independent brands will survive and
prosper while weaker ones will find the going more and more difficult". Stuart
Bateman of Bateman's of Wainfleet, Lincs, says his company will “concentrate on
developing our premium cask ale, XXXB. There will be casualties, but those who have
positioned themselves with a good core brand will prosper. Independent brewers will
have to become much more focused. We will have to learn to do a few things well.”

Protz attacks the media for reporting only “doom and gloom” stories about the brewing
industry. He points out that dedicated independent breweries continue to perform well.
Fuller's and Young's in London had record years, with sales and profits increased.
George Gale of Horndean, Hants, increased turnover by 8 per cent in 1999 and
recorded record profits of £30 million. In Cumbria, Jennings Brothers of Cockermouth
increased profits by a staggering 73 per cent. In 1999 Timothy Taylor of Keighley,
Yorkshire, brewed more beer than at any time in its history, and in July this year
installed new fermenters to cope with the demand for its beers. In Wales, the Tomos
Watkin Brewery moved from micro to small regional status when it transferred
production from Llandeilo to an industrial park in Swansea.

“There's life in the old cask yet.”

Other major features in the Guide include a special “Green Beer Report™ that criticises
brewers for being slow to respond to consumer demand for organic products. The
report says that organic beer will prosper with the news that Horticultural Research
International at Wye College in Kent is developing a new hop variety that is resistant
to pest attack and disease and needs no chemical sprays. “If the variety is dubbed an
organic hop by the Soil Association it could open the floodgates for organic beer in
Britain,” the report says, “giving brewers a bigger home-grown source of organic
hops.” At present, most organic malt and hops have to be imported, often from as far
away as New Zealand.

In Crisis in the Countryside, Ted Bruning, editor of What's Brewing, calls for an end to
the culling of rural pubs, currently closing at the rate of six a week. He argues that rural
pubs should enjoy the same tax benefits as country Post Offices and other small
businesses, and that planning authorities must be more vigilant in stopping the sale of
pubs to become private houses.
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Award-winning beer
writer and What's
Brewing columnist
Lynne Pearce berates
the brewers for
ignoring women in
their advertising and
promotions. “Should
we take up Rugby to
get noticed by the
brewers?” she asks.
She quotes Paul
Nunny of Cask
Marque, sponsors of
the Guide, who says
"real ale is living
with its history,
rather than focusing
on new target
groups."

Lynne Pearce praises
pub group
Wetherspoon’s for
including women in
its posters and
promotions. But she
says that when
London brewer
Fuller’s launched a
new campaign for
London Pride it
included only men in
its TV commercials.

“Today's pubgoers
are as likely to be
female as male,” Lynne says. “Expectations include a smoke-free area, a choice of
good food, a welcome for their children and a decent pint to boot.”

*Good Beer Guide 2001, £11.99 available from The Village Freehouse, The Wyndham Arms the branch and
most book shops.
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JOIN CAMRA TODAY

Fill in the form and send it with a cheque (payable to CAMRA Ltd.) to:
Membership Secretary, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Rd, St Albans HERTS AL1 4LW.
Rates: Single £14 Joint £17 per year

I/We wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale and agree to abide by its rules.

SIGNALUTE(S)..euveveevererieieieiieire et

Salisbury and South Wilts Branch BO Autumn 2000

16 Supported and Printed by Speedyprint, 1 Malthouse Lane, Salisbury. Tel.: 01722 413222




