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Festival Beer Tent Sell Out 
Salisbury CAMRA worked with Stonehenge Ales to provide a beer tent  for the Food & 
Drink Festival in the Market Square on August Bank Holiday Sunday and Monday.  The 
beer tent opened at noon on the Sunday with 171 gallons of Real Ale - enough to last 
the weekend we thought. 

We were soon proved wrong and by 7 
pm the beer tent closed - SOLD OUT. 
Overnight the local brewers rallied 
around getting more beer ready for 
delivery first thing on Monday. We re-
open with another 108 gallons, surely 
this had to be more than enough for the 
thirsty residents of Salisbury. We lasted 
til 5 pm when once again all the casks 
were empty. That’s 279 gallons of Real 
Ale in 12 hours trading. 
All of the beers were local, produced in 
Wiltshire and Hampshire. The furthest 
any had travelled was from Swindon. At 
the start there were 19 to chose from 

giving a choice of beer styles from pale straw  to dark chocolate and from very bitter to 
floral hoppy and chocolatey mild. Many people tried Real Ale for the first time, and 
enjoyed it while others were amazed to discover how many small local breweries there 
are in the area. A lot of foreign visitors had no idea that traditional British Ale came in so 
many varieties - there are over 2500 listed in the 2006 Good Beer Guide and that isn’t 
all of them. 
CAMRA were delighted to get Real Ale to people who don’t normally drink it and who 
have never been to a beer festival. “This gets Real Ale to a completely different 
group of people than we see at our Festivals we must do this again “ Salisbury 
CAMRA Chairman. So now you have all tried Real Ale why not do it again and visit your 
local pub for a pint of traditional British Beer. Makes a change from cheap foreign lager 
from the supermarket and keeps our breweries and our pub tradition alive and kicking. 

Look out for the Beer Tent next year, we’ll be back.   
Finally, a special thanks to Steve at Hop Back, Gary at Hidden, Dave at Ringwood, 
Martin at Downton and Stig at Stonehenge for spending their Bank Holiday rescuing an 
empty beer tent.   

The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, CAMRA or Salisbury & 
South Wiltshire Branch of CAMRA. © Salisbury & South Wiltshire Branch 10/05.  
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Pub & Brewery News 
Thanks to Martin & Julie at Bar 44 for 
letting us know they definitely do have Real 
Ale, usually 3, Bass, Boddingtons and Ushers. 
Also it has had a revamp but Martin & Julie 
have been there for 6 years. 
Hidden Brewery have taken over The Bell at 
Wylye they had a very successful opening in 
August and have been busy since.  
The Hogshead Wilton Rd will close on 9th 
Oct and re-open on 11th Nov under its old 
name The Malmesbury Arms. 
The Victoria & Albert in Netherhampton 
was runner up in the Wessex CAMRA Pub of 
the Year competition. They were narrowly 
beaten by The Boot Inn in Weymouth. 
The Pheasant in Salt Lane has been taken 
over by the owner of the Chang Thong Thai 
restaurant. You can now enjoy a Thai meal in a 
traditional pub. 
 If you have any news of pubs under threat or 
re-opening please let us know. 

The search for quality bottled beer 
in Salisbury must lead to  

 
Abbey Stores 
30 Salt Lane 

 
Over 50 different beers stocked at 

any time.  
Local, National or International  

Bottle Conditioned, Organic, 
Vegetarian or Vegan. 

 
Also a range of quality food to go 
with your beer, much from local 

producers and we have a range of 
excellent wines.  

 
Come in and talk to us about beer  

01722 336984 
www.abbeystores.com 
Mon  - Sat 8 am to 7 pm 

Sun 10 am to 1 pm 

Congratulations Nethergate 
While visiting the Great British Beer 
Festival at Olympia in early August  we met 
up with Roger Clark from Nethergate 
Brewery so we could present him with a 
certificate for Nethergate Umbel Magna 
being voted Runner Up at Salisbury 
Winterfest in February. 
Due to increased demand Nethergate 
moved in February from old buildings in 
Clare - Suffolk to Pentlow about 4 miles 
away. They now have twice their previous 
brewing capacity. Roger says the move has 
gone well and the beer quality has been 
maintained.  The Priory Mild I tried at the 
GBBF was certainly as good as ever and we 
look forward to trying some more at 
Winterfest next February. 
While at GBBF we tried few of the 
hundreds of beers on offer. Amongst my 
favourites were Black Swan Dark Mild from 
Vale, and Dark Horse from Westbury.  

THE 
VILLAGE 

FREE HOUSE 
Wilton Rd - Salisbury 

(01722) 329707 
 

A Selection of Quality Cask Ales  
 

Downton Quadhop 
Timothy Taylor Landlord 

Three Ever-Changing Guest 
Ales 

 
A Friendly Welcome Awaits You  

 
Salisbury & South Wilts CAMRA 

Pub of the Year 2001 & 2004 
 

Open 3:00 - 11:00 Mon & Tue. 
12:00 - 11:00 Wed-Sat 

12:00 - 10:30 Sun 



www.camra.org.uk 

Festival Bonanza 
Last edition we listed all the 
Pub and Club Beer festival we 
had heard about. Several 
branch members got to most 
of them and reported a good 
range of beers in excellent 
condition. 
The range of beers at The 
George in Shrewton was less 
exciting than on occasions but 
they were mostly beers you 
don’t see around here.  
The Wyndham Arms at Dinton 
had some unusual beers 
available and were pretty 
busy when we passed 
through. 
The Mill Arms Festival was 
bigger than I realised and 
took over the whole pub –
other drinks were on offer to 
non-beer drinkers.  
I’m about to go to the Village 
Freehouse Summerlite - I’ll let 
you know. 
 

The Rai D’Or 
Salisbury’s oldest pub c.1292 

 

All Real Ales from local 
Microbreweries 

Hidden, Stonehenge, Downton 
 

Budweiser Budvar on tap 
 

Freshly prepared authentic Thai 
food  

 

5 pm - 11pm Mon  - Sat 
12.30 - 2pm Fri & Sat 

69 Brown St,  
Behind White Hart Hotel 

01722 327137 
 

CAMRA members 50p per pint 
Real Ale discount - excluding 

first pint of evening 

Holiday Locals 
The recent family holiday to South Devon 
(Kingsbridge area) revisited some absolute gems 
of pubs discovered on previous holidays.  Two in 
particular are more than worth a try if you’re 
willing to get a bit off the beaten track. 
The Pilchard Inn, Burgh Island, Bigbury-on-
Sea near Kingsbridge 
The Pilchard is one of the most atmospheric pubs 
we’ve ever visited and supposedly dates from the 
1300’s.  Burgh Island will be well known to any 
Agatha Christie fans who’ve read or seen ‘Evil 
Under the Sun’.  Cut off at high tide, you can get 
back and forth via the sea tractor which rides 
approx 8’ above beach level and still doesn’t 
mean you’ll keep your feet dry!  The pub is only 
small with just two bars, but one of them allows 
children and both are cosy and welcoming.  Our 
children were disappointed not to see Tom, the 
resident smuggler’s ghost, but the proximity of the 
beach, endless rock pools, a large terrace 
overlooking fabulous tidal causeway (it makes a 
magnificent beach when the tide’s out!) and the 
possibility of seeing a seal more than made up for 
his absence.  The food too is good and the beer 
quality excellent.  
Beers were Sharp’s Eden Ale, Teighnworthy’s 
Golden Sand, Pilchard Best (St Austell Brewery) 
and Herron Valley (local) cider too! 
From the Pamby family (Mum, Dad, two pre-
teenage children, Grandma and dog) August 2005 
 

Good Beer Guide 2006 
On sale now 

4,500 Real Ale Pubs  
Selected & Surveyed by CAMRA 

Volunteers 



Printed & Supported by Speedyprint, Salisbury (01722) 413222 

JOIN CAMRA TODAY 
Fill in the form  and send it with a cheque 
(payable to CAMRA Ltd.) to: 
Membership Secretary, CAMRA, 230 
Hatfield Rd, St Albans HERTS AL1 
4LW. 
Rates: Single £18 Joint £21 per year 

(Concessions available) 

Name......................................................... 

Address .................................................. 

………………………………………… 

…………………………………………. 

Postcode....................... 

I/We wish to join the Campaign for Real 
Ale. 
 
Signature................................................... 
 
Date.......................................................... 
Salisbury and South Wilts Branch BO Oct 2005 

Branch Events 
October 2005   
Wed 5th  Branch Meeting 20.00 Village Freehouse 
Wed 19th City Crawl 20.00 Black Horse, 21.00 Avon Brewery,  
    22.00 Royal George 
Sat 22nd  Presentation to Dark Star  08.50 station 
Fri 28th  Branch visit to Overton Beer Fest trains 17.45 or 18.45 
Admission £2  tickets in advance from Brian Hopper, Tel: 01256 770743 
November 2005 
Wed 2nd  Branch Meeting 20.00 Winchester Gate 
Sat 12th  Regional Meeting Whitchurch 
Wed 16th City Crawl 20.00 Pheasant, 21.00 Coach & Horses,  
    22.00 Red Lion 
Sat 19th  Coach trip Durrington, Enford, East Chisenbury 
December 2005 
Wed 7th Branch Meeting 20.00 Royal George 
Coach trips  - Chris White 07989185049  
Items for Barrel Organ hilary.bird@salisburycamra.org.uk 01722 333839 

ENGLISH ALES 
SCOTTISH MEASURES 

IRISH CRAIC 
No Sky TV 

DEACONS  
 

FISHERTON STREET 
Salisbury 

01722 504723 

 
PLUS A WARM WELCOME FROM 

FRANK, ANNIE AND STAFF 
 

We’re  in  
The Good Beer Guide 

 


