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Beerex - The Best Yet ?
“The best Beerex yet” was the verdict of the Beerex punters and organisers
alike following the twenty-second festival, and indeed the last this century.
Hundreds of veteran real ale fans and many visiting for the first time it turned
out for a stunning selection of real ales, ciders and even a real lager. “What
made this year’s Beerex so good...” said Beerex organiser Pete Wood, “was
the beer garden between the Arts Centre and the
Marquee. The weather made a huge difference this
year, as last year, the first with the marquee, was a
wash out.”
Friday lunch, a relatively new session though
growing in popularity, saw the sale of the half
millionth half pint and Pete Gowers was a very
timid recipient of a gallon of beer as the prize.
“Not me!” he said “my boss doesn’t know I’m
here”.

All of us in the branch would like to thank those
who came to support the event and especially
those who worked.
“Ron” models the latest in barwear

Come Inside For:
Details of our Pub of the Year, trips to Briscoes and Harviestoun Breweries,
beer festival reports from Devizes and Southampton
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE
Pub regularly selling short measures?- Contact Wiltshire Trading Standards
50 Bedwin St Salisbury (01722) 328367
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For your information :
At present, Barrel Organ is published Quarterly, entirely by unpaid
volunteers. It is distributed free to over 70 pubs, clubs and other
institutions in the area. If you wish to receive copies, or place
advertisements, contact the editor. (A small charge may be made for postal
deliveries).
We would love to have articles, news, comments, puzzle entries etc., from
you. * Please send to :
Editor:

Ian Turner
32 Linkway
Salisbury
SP1 3EP

e-mail igturner@csi.com

* The editor reserves the right to edit all contributions
For other CAMRA business :
Branch Contact is:
Mike Bird
01722 333839
The branch meets on the first Wednesday of each month in one of the
local pubs. Details of the venues are available from the Branch contact or
through the CAMRA web site at www.camra.org.uk

The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, CAMRA or Salisbury &

2 South Wiltshire Branch of CAMRA. © Salisbury & South Wiltshire Branch 7/99.

Pub of the Year
Despite several attempts to nominate a pub in the area for “Pub of the Year”
this is the first time we’ve actually seen the process through. On Saturday 26th
June most of the branch stalwarts boarded a bus with Petanque in mind and
bound for..... The Cuckoo Inn at Hamptworth.
Sadly, the secret had not been the best kept and co-owner Ray Proudley was
ready to greet us knowing that his pub had been voted Salisbury & S. Wilts
CAMRA’s first ever Pub of the Year. Always trying to avoid the temptation to
drink far too
much of the
incredible
range of
beers, we
adjourned to
the Petanque
terrains for a
bully off, or
whatever the
term is. I’m
not going to
quote the list
of beers
available that
night but an
outstanding
example was the Village Elder said to be Pots Ale from Cheriton Brewery with
some elderflower added. Well if elderflower produces such a clean refreshing
taste in beer then it should be used more extensively... well done Cheriton.
No-one can remember who won the Petanque, mind you no-one cares. We all
had a perfect evening out. Flood lighting on the terrains allows all-night
matches and also helps you see where you left your beer.
As a family pub the Cuckoo is hard to beat with a fenced off children's play
area - swing, climbing frame, playhouse, a huge garden and also a quiet area
where children aren’t allowed. I thoroughly recommend you try this but, if you
have a taste for real ale, then it’s a must!
Thanks go to Ray and all at the Cuckoo for the evening and for keeping what
we believe is the best pub in the area.
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My Desert Island Pint(s)
You’re to be marooned on a desert island, what do you take with you to drink?
It’s a tricky question when you think about it as there are so many excellent
beers to choose from. Selecting just one is almost impossible. When I’m sitting
in my deck chair under a palm tree watching the tide turn should I have a good
dark mild, not too high an alcohol content so plenty can be drunk to prevent
dehydration - maybe Bear Town Black Bear Mild as tried at the Great British
Beer Festival the other year. But then, it’ll be hot so a beer which can be
chilled a bit yet still be full of flavour would be nice. Some of the Roosters
beers fit that bill: Yankee at 4.3% or Special at 3.9 % are both pale, crisp,
refreshing beers and I was so pleased when they did well at the Salisbury
Beerex a few years ago. Then again, if I go back to my drinking roots in York
there was Sam Smiths Old Brewery Bitter at 4% and Timothy Taylor’s
Landlord at 4.3% which have so many memories attached to them.
Sadly, the Sam isn’t as I remember it, then it was dark enough to drop a penny
in someone’s pint and them not see it until the glass was almost empty. I used
to say the same about the Taylor’s Landlord but recently it seems to have
returned to its former glory. Yes that’s the one, Timothy Taylor’s Landlord is
my desert Island Pint.

The Village Freehouse

Westons Scrumpy Supreme Cider
Hot Bacon Rolls
Freshly Made Filled Rolls
Sunday Lunchtime Meat draw
Open 4pm till 11pm Mon.
12md till 11pm Tue-Sat
Sunday 12md-5pm & 7 till 10:30
Extra opening times for Royal
Occasions, major sporting events
and Train Tours
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Wilton Rd - Salisbury
(01722) 329707
A Selection of Quality Cask Ales from
Local Brewers including
Abbey Ales Bellringer Timothy Taylor
Landlord Oakhill Mendip Gold
Ever-Changing Guest Ales
A Friendly Welcome Awaits You
Sunday Night is Quiz Night

Downstairs at
ow
Joe'sBel The Village

Intimate private bar
Suitable for up to fifty people
Available for hire
Reasonable rates

The Slow Death of Good Beer?
I hear that at the recent CAMRA AGM Roger Protz, GBG Editor, managed to
persuade the delegates present for the vote that reducing the amount of entries
in the GBG was a good idea. Whether the delegates were confused, tired and
emotional, bored to distraction, or in the main not actually present, is
irrelevant. The fact is that somehow or other CAMRA has effectively put a
loaded gun to its own head. All it will take now is Allied or some other like
organisation to pull the trigger.
Every region is going to have to reduce their quota of entries, or fight to take
someone else’s. At my local branch we will see four or five good pubs left out
of the guide. We, in common with many branches, could include double the
amount we have and still leave out pubs that fulfil CAMRA’s criteria. Tough,
you may say, at least only the best will get in, and anyway what about the ‘also
rans’, I mean “worth a visit”? One line will tell so little - but four or five less
complete says - four or five fewer pubs worth a visit.
So, what will the big boys make of all this? Fewer pubs in the GBG equal
fewer pubs selling real ale. This will be all the encouragement they need. Real
Ale is dead? Great, we can raise our glasses to Roger Protz and drink his health
in Nitrokeg and Eurofizz and CAMRA can disappear up its’ own tap and spile.
Cheers Roger, nice one!
SK.
Steve’s letter to “What’s Brewing”, CAMRA’s monthly magazine, stirred some
interest from other members. Sadly there is no way of knowing just how much
as the editors are unlikely to admit how much dissent there is in the rank and
file. Ed

Do you buy the Good Beer Guide? Do you have a view on its content?
CAMRA’s National Executive have effectively reduced the number of entries
by 20%, some 1000 pubs. We are immensely proud of the entries for Salisbury
& South Wilts and could easily recommend many more but space in the guide
is at a premium. Let us know what you think.
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Jane Goes...... to Dublin:
The scene: Dublin’s second largest brewery, The Porter House Brewing
Company, Parliament Street, Temple Bar, Dublin.
A tall narrow building on four floors and the experience of a typical Irish pub
in the heart of Dublin’s Temple Bar. Apart from brewing on the premises,
attractions include live music 7 nights a week on a small stage overhanging the
stairwell. Saturday lunchtimes feature a Trad session, and Sunday lunchtime’s
Jazz.
A comprehensive selection of beers were available with their ‘Plain
Porter’ (4.3%) voted best stout in the world, and awarded The Gold Medal, at
the Brewing Industry International Awards 1998. This light stout had an
aromatic character and tasted clean and bitter.
Other beers on offer included ‘Porterhouse Red’ (4.4%), with a traditional hop
flavour that balanced nicely with its fruitiness. The ‘An Brainblasta’ (7%) was
given a miss on the grounds that our reporter wanted to keep their brain intact.
It did, however, come with a health warning “Use it, don’t abuse it”. ‘Oyster
Stout’ (4.8%) was brewed using fresh oysters (not for vegetarians) and the

The Cuckoo Inn at Hamptworth is a
warm, friendly and traditional pub
run by the Proudley family.
Situated just to the north of the New
Forest boundary accessible from the
A36 at Landford.
It is well known for providing a good
selection of beers, i.e Hopback, Pots
etc.., all served straight from the barrel. The Cuckoo also serves
excellent food and snacks.
Children and dogs are welcome and can be accommodated within the
enclosed garden that surrounds this pleasant English pub.
Private garden with barbecue and Petanque terrains available by
arrangement.
Large and small private functions can be catered for at your choice of
venue.
Hamptworth, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP5 2DU
Tel: 01794 390302
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‘Wrasslers 4X Stout’ (5%) was still being made to a traditional West Cork
recipe from the early 1900’s.
Four lagers, brewed on the premises, but not sampled, were
‘Hersbrucker’ (5%) brewed in the continental style, ‘Temple Brau’ (4.3%), in
the German style, ‘Chiller’ (4.2%) in the North American style, and
‘Weissbier’ (5%) which had a slight haze attributed to the lager yeast used in
the brew.
Without leaving this entertaining bar it is possible to sample beers imported
from the four corners of the world. Familiar favourites like Speckled Hen jostle
for shelf space with beers from as far afield as Mexico, the USA and Australia.
I left the premises some time in the early hours after spending a thoroughly
good evening being well fed from the excellent menu, well entertained with
live music, and well oiled with ‘Hand Crafted Beer Brewed on the Premises’.
Well worth a visit if you find yourself in the vicinity!
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CAMRA to Camera
A slight change to our
“Committee Unmasked” this
time as Pete Wood (centre)
does it his own way...
Details: Peter D Wood, joined
CAMRA 1977, chairman 1978
- 1998, present social secretary.
1
Best pint ever tasted /
where: Wallop / Bourne Valley
Brewery
2
Favourite Pub?
Wyndham Arms
3

Favourite pint? Hop Back GFB
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Favourite Beer Festival? (not ours) Overton, Hants
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Best Brewery trip? Weekend camping at Otter Brewery

6

Pet moan? Strange scoring at Pork Pie Cup!
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Favourite radio and TV programmes: Goons, Round the Horne,
Hancock's Half Hour, Only Fools & Horses, Morecambe & Wise, Dad’s
Army.
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Best happening of 20th Century? Birth of Rock & Roll

9

Most embarrassing moment? Winstons, Bournemouth (doesn’t say what
though!!!!)

10

Hobbies? Cycling

11

Music / entertainer? Rock ‘n’ Roll / Bob Dylan

12

Sports Team? Salisbury Football Club

13

Person you most admire? My Father

14

Currently reading? Careless Love (The unmaking of Elvis Presley)

15

Describe yourself in four words? Vain, Easy-going, thirsty (enumerate)

16

Any nicknames? Woodsy
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Regular Beers
Benchmark 3.5% ABV
Pigswill 4.0% ABV
Best Bitter 4.1% ABV
Old Smokey 5.0% ABV
Danish Dynamite 5.0% ABV
Seasonal Beers

The Old Mill
Netheravon
(01980) 670631

53-55 Devizes Rd Salisbury

Sign of Spring 4.6% ABV
(March - May)
Second to None 4.6% ABV
(June - August)
Stig Swig 5.0% ABV
(Sept. - Nov.)
Rudolph 5.0% ABV
(December - January)

(01722) 327842

Hopback GFB & summer lightning
GUEST BEERS & Extensive wine list
En suite B & B K Tourist Board Approved
Discount to CAMRA Members

Outside Bars c Function room
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Marilyn & Mike Willoughby welcome you to the
An old Georgian coaching Inn with a
wealth of World War 1 memorabilia
situated halfway between Shaftesbury
and Salisbury.
Superb Sunday lunches & vegetarian
specialities.

Large beer garden
(01722) 714201

Beer Festival
August 14th 1999
(11 a.m. to 11 p.m.)

Morris Dancers
Evening Entertainment by “the Tofs”
up to 10 real ales – all at only £1.50
(including Hopback and Ringwood beers)

All-day Barbecue

Special Bus Service to beat the drink/driving!
(In addition to Wilts & Dorset normal services)

Buses from Salisbury Coach Station to Fovant at
4 p.m.; 6 p.m.; 8 p.m.
(pick up at Wilton Italian Church Stop 15 minutes later)
Return buses approximately 1 hour later, plus late night return

Souvenir and brewery stall
Raffle in aid of Fovant Badges Society
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Harviestoun Presentation
It’s so nice when business can be mixed with pleasure. A day’s work at the
Naval dockyard at Rosyth presented just too much of an opportunity to miss
as it is located just 20 minutes from Harviestoun Brewery. I won’t bore you,
nor could I, with the work details but as soon as it was done I headed for
Clackmannanshire to present the Brewery with an award from Salisbury
Beerex for winning the Strong Beer category.
Stuart Cail, the Head Brewer, accepted a certificate from Ian Turner,
Chairman of the branch, for the Schiehallion, their “Real Lager”. The award
is voted for by the public who
visit Beerex not by the branch
so it can truly be said that
Salisbury likes lager - but this
one is a stunning example.
A happy looking Ian Turner

presents a certificate to Head
Brewer Stuart Cail

Why isn’t your
name HERE ?

Advertise in Barrel
Organ, get your name
known and support
CAMRA.
Contact Ian Turner
01722 331134
1/4 page £10, 1/2 page £18,
full page £35 per edition. Back
cover £70

Discount for booking
more than one edition at a
time.
11

Southampton Scores
Unfortunately, not the football team. Sorry to raise your hopes, any “Saints”
fans. What I’m referring to is CAMRA’s Southampton beer festival – the third
one, and second to be held in the Guildhall. A magnificent setting for a great
festival. And as enjoyable as any Le Tissier goal!
There were 83 beers on offer, most in excellent condition, plus a range of
ciders and perries. No, that doesn’t mean I tried them all. I talked to the staff! It
was nice to see a good range of dark beers (all of which I DID try!), and
several cask conditioned lagers, without a Schiehallion in sight. The
entertainment, (on Saturday lunch, at least) proved a good combination of
lively jazz and even livelier Morris dancing. Food was always available, and it
was good to see that tokens could be exchanged for soft drinks, etc..
Undoubtedly busier than last year, there was still space at the festival to
comfortably accommodate more, so how about coming along to the fun next
year? Better still, bring the whole family. There’s a separate room for the under
18’s.
The Full Pint Campaign - An Introduction
Full pints are rapidly rising to the top of the agenda again with the release of
the government's 'Fair Measure' consultation paper this July. If a Parliamentary
bill follows it is bound to have greater chance of succeeding than Dennis
Turner's private member's bill a couple of years ago. However, success is not
guaranteed. Even if legislation does follow, it may not be exactly what
CAMRA wants. For this reason, CAMRA's National Executive decided at its
meeting this month to make the Full Pint the subject of our week of
campaigning in September.
The Present Picture
The consultation closes at the end of October, so the long running saga of the
Full Pint could be behind us within a year, but it could still come adrift at any
point on its route through the parliamentary process.
There are different definitions of a Full Pint however. The drinks industry,
aware of the way that feelings are running, seems unlikely to object too
strongly to their present voluntary code of practice, which requires at least 95%
of a pint of liquid, to become enshrined in law. They might mount a rearguard
action however and we must be prepared for this. Even if the industry is
prepared to go along with 95% however, are we? I suggest not. CAMRA's
view is that a pint is 20 fluid ounces, nothing less, and the law must make this
clear.
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BLACKBIRD INN
CHURCHFIELDS
(01722) 502828
OPPOSITE THE RAILWAY STATION

Lunchtime meals
Bar Snacks
Fresh Seafood
(subject to availability)

Friendly Cosy Atmosphere
Ever - changing Real Ales

Heading for our 400th Guest Ale!
We proudly present

The resurrection of Billy
The Fourth “Puffing Billy” Beer
Festival
August Bank Holiday
Friday 27th to Mon 30th

12 noon to 11 pm

You’ll find us in The Good Beer Guide!
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Sub-branch Success
Devizes sub-branch ran their first ever beer festival during May this year, on
the 22nd and 23rd . The weather was kind, being warm and sunny for this largely
open-air event, held in the splendid setting of the canal side museum. The
entertainment provided was extensive, ranging from a Punch and Judy show
and other children’s activities through to rock and blues bands, via Morris
dancers and others. The inevitable worry of poor customer response on cupfinal day was averted by providing a couple of televisions, which attracted a
fair sized crowd, though it was noticeable that most customers were more
interested in the beer than the match!

The event was a joint venture between CAMRA and the local development
organisation, a consequence of which was the overlying Wiltshire theme in the
beer selection, with only a few from outside the area. No complaints from me!
This county is blessed with some excellent small (and not so small) breweries,
and it was a pleasure to make re-acquaintance with some excellently kept old
friends, including, amongst others, our local Stonehenge, Tisbury and Hopback
beers. It was good to see an emphasis on dark and mild beers, particularly
those of Wadworths new mild brew and my personal festival favourite,
Moorhouses Black Cat mild. Talking of old friends, it was pleasant to see
people from Southampton, Andover and Basingstoke there, and Bath and
Borders branch were also there in quantity, providing ample expertise, both in
the organising, staffing, and doubtless, quaffing, of the event.
Well done for a first event, particularly as it was a sell-out. I look forward to
festival number 2 - hopefully with some provision for inclemency.....

Top French Chef Backs British Beer
Chef Nicholas Deschamps loves real ale. He explained that his love affair with
beer started when he first came to this country. “France produces some of the
finest food and wine in the world” he stated, “but the best beers are
undoubtedly British – and can compliment a meal just as much as a good
wine”. The Gallic ale enthusiast hails from an area near the Swiss border,
where he worked in restaurants holding the supreme accolade of ‘Michelin
Guide’ rosettes. He came to this country for six months, to learn to speak
English for professional purposes. That was ten years ago, and he has remained
here ever since!
Nicholas, now married with two children, is fond of his adopted country, and
admits that he loves the people, language and customs, but is not quite sure
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about cricket yet! He has worked in a number of high class restaurants and
hotels in this country, before using his skills to help him run a successful free
house, the Horse and Groom in Salisbury.
His enthusiasm for real ale is evident in the care he takes with his beers, having
four real ales regularly, served through handpumps. Wanting to help spread the
gospel of real ale, he is now busy, with local CAMRA support, organising his
first mini beer festival, where an additional eight beers will be available. This
is aimed at raising funds for the British Heart Foundation, as well as weaning
the lager drinkers onto the proper stuff. Good luck with the festival, Nick, and
may your entente always be cordiale.
Richard Godwin

HORSE & GROOM
WILTON ROAD SALISBURY
PRESENT THEIR

1ST CHARITY BEER FESTIVAL
& GARDEN PARTY
IN AID OF THE BRITISH HEART FOUNDATION
 10 REAL ALES  BARBECUE 
(subject to availability)

27th TO 30th AUGUST 1999
FRIDAY 6 pm to 11 pm
SATURDAY 11 am to 11 pm
SUNDAY 12 noon to 11 pm
MONDAY 11 am to 11 pm
(if there’s any beer left!)
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Branch Diary
Date

Event

4th August

Open branch meeting, bus to the Bull at Downton from coach
stn. 19:30.

7th August

GBBF trip. Meet at Salisbury Stn. At 9:00

th

14 August

Pembroke Arms beer festival.

15th August

Bike ride to Bishopstone (and maybe beyond). Meet at
Boathouse at 11:00.

21st August

Trip to Portsmouth Beer Festival. Details TBA

27-30th August The Blackbird Puffing Billy beer festival.
27-30th August The Horse & Groom beer festival.
1st September

Open branch meeting - Devizes Inn, Salisbury 8:00

5th September

Bike ride around the city limits. Meet at Scats, Churchfields
at 11:00.

8th September

Week of action pub crawl to find short measures - Landlords
beware! (Details of the action on page 12)

18th September A roam to Reading. Details TBA
24th September Trip to Hampshire brewery - details from Pete Wood or at
September Branch meeting.
December

Christmas Party, venue to be finalised. Always a great night
out. Coach from Salisbury. Details from Social Sec. Date to
be confirmed.

For further information, as well as updating and booking please contact Pete Wood (Social
Secretary) on Salisbury 501481. Pete is also keen to hear of any other activities planned locally
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ENGLISH ALES
SCOTTISH MEASURES
IRISH CRAIC
All at the

DEACON’S ALMS
FISHERTON STREET
PLUS A WARM WELCOME FROM FRANK, ANNIE AND STAFF

We’re in the Good Beer Guide
Focus

On

The Pork
Pie Cup

The last edition of Barrel Organ carried the report of
the second leg of last year’s Pork Pie Cup. Now we
return to this year’s first leg, the cricket. Thanks to
Chafyn Grove School and in particular Andy for the
preparation of the field, and with fine weather the
scene was set for a thrilling days sport.

As usual the event starts with the “Lets see how much
we can drink before we have to leave the pub” round which was won this year
by Paul Haggarty who was the last to find the ground.
The Wyndham opened the match batting on a splendid wicket. At the end of
their 22 overs they had scored an impressive 149 runs. Sadly, despite a valiant
attempt, CAMRA lost the match
by a handful of runs and quite a
few pints!!
We shall all look forward to
next year’s match.
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Pam and Harriet Welcome you to the

Netherhampton, Salisbury
(01722) 743174
th
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a

Century thatched Inn

aLarge Beer Garden a Children and dogs welcome a
(Separate family room)

a

Party bookings taken for lunch,
evenings & barbecues
a

pre-booked Coach parties welcome
a

Wide range of starters, light snacks, main courses
and sweets
a

- and of course -

¤

REAL ALE

¤

(ever changing guest beers)
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Small is Beautiful
In early June two members of Salisbury & South Wiltshire Branch visited
Briscoes Brewery in Otley, Wharfedale. The aim of the visit was to collect beer
for the forthcoming Salisbury Beerex and to present Briscoes with an award
from the Salisbury Winterfest.
Briscoe’s brewery was set up last autumn by Paul Briscoe, a microbiologist,
and home brewer with years of brewing experience. He can reasonably claim
to have the smallest brewery in the country as it is housed in the cellar of his
red brick semi.
In February of this year Paul’s beer ventured to its first ever beer festival,
appropriately the smallest CAMRA beer festival in the country, Salisbury
Winterfest. With capacity for just 18 firkins (9 gallon casks) of beer over the 2
day event the Winterfest shows that festivals of any size are possible.
Small really was beautiful for Paul as Briscoe’s “Shane's Shamrock Stout” was
voted second place beer of the festival by the drinkers.

Mike Bird (S&SW Branch Secretary) presents a certificate to Paul Briscoe in his brewery.
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Back Chat - Your Chance to get even!!
Well, this is the second month this section has been barren. Either I’m getting
it all right or you are lazy, I suspect the latter? I’ve got some views and this
month’s contributors have some views. Let’s have your views to keep this
magazine a little balanced.

JOIN CAMRA TODAY
Fill in the form and send it with a cheque (payable to CAMRA Ltd.) to:
Membership Secretary, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Rd, St Albans HERTS AL1 4LW.
Rates: Single £14 Joint £17 per year
Name(s).................................................................
Address...................................................................................................................... ....
.......................................................................................................................................
.Postcode.......................
I/We wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale and agree to abide by its rules.
Signature...................................................
Date..........................................................

Salisbury and South Wilts Branch BO Summer 99
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